
Amendment   to   Bylaws:     
Membership   and   Term   Limits   

Prepared   For:   Montavilla   Neighborhood   Association   (MNA)   
Meeting   Date:   July   12th   2021   

Prepared   by:   Jacob   Loeb   -   Board   Member   
  

Background   
The   Montavilla   Neighborhood   Association   uses   an   unconventional   “Membership   Term”   structure   
that   complicates   elections.   Additionally,   the   MNA   board   has   no   term   limits   for   board   members.   
However,   the   MNA   is   a   501(c)(3)   organization.   The   maximum   term   of   office   for   elected   directors   
for   an   Oregon   corporation   is   five   years.*   To   better   align   our   Bylaws   to   that   regulation,   we   should   
impose   term   limits   on   Board   Members.   

Objective   
Adjust   our   Bylaws   to   be   more   consistent   with   other   neighborhood   associations   and   impose   term   
limits   to   match   Oregon   law.   
  

Proposal   
Strike   Section   6   of   Article   IV   in   the   Bylaws,   removing   the   text:     

“Term   of   Membership.   An   individual’s   term   of   membership   shall   be   3   of   years   from   the   
date   they   become   a   member.   Individuals   are   not   limited   in   the   number   of   times   they   may   
renew   their   membership.”   
  

Rewrite   Section   3   of   Article   V   in   the   Bylaws,   replacing:   
“Terms   of   Office   and   Term   Limits.   Except   for   the   initial   adjustments   of   shorter   terms   
needed   in   order   to   create   staggered   terms,   the   term   of   office   for   directors   shall   be   two   
years.   The   boards   shall   make   provisions   to   stagger   the   terms   of   directors   so   that   each   
year   the   terms   of   about   one    half   of   the   directors   shall   expire.   A   director   may   be   reelected   
without   limitation   on   the   number   of   terms   s/he   may   serve.”   

With   this   text:   
“Terms   of   Office   and   Term   Limits.   Except   for   the   initial   adjustments   of   shorter   terms   
needed   in   order   to   create   staggered   terms,   the   term   of   office   for   directors   shall   be   two   
years.   The   boards   shall   make   provisions   to   stagger   the   terms   of   directors   so   that   each   
year   the   terms   of   about   one    half   of   the   directors   shall   expire.   Directors   may   serve   on   the   



board   no   more   than   two   (2)   consecutive   terms.   A   director   who   is   termed   out   is   eligible   to   
serve   on   the   Board   again   after   one   full   term   off   the   board.”   

Requirements   
1. The   board   shall   submit   proposed   amendments   to   the   members   for   a   reading   at   a   

general   meeting.     
2. The   board   shall   schedule   a   vote   on   the   adoption   of   the   amendments   at   a   subsequent   

meeting.   
3. Notice   of   a   proposal   to   amend   the   bylaws,   specifying   the   date,   time,   and   place   for   

consideration,   must   be   provided   to   all   members   a   minimum   of   30   days   before   the   
general   meeting   at   which   the   amendments   will   be   voted   on.   The   notice   shall   state   that   
one   of   the   purposes   of   the   meeting   is   to   consider   a   proposed   amendment   to   the   bylaws   
and   shall   contain   a   copy   of   the   proposed   amendments.   

4. Adoption   and   amendment   of   these   bylaws   shall   require   a   two-thirds   (2/3)   vote   by   the   
members   present   at   a   general   membership   meeting.   

  
  

*   https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors065.html   
  


